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Description: 

Cyathosphaera martinii HAY & TowE, 1962 
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FIG. 2 - Cyathosphaera ( ?) martinii HAY & 
TowE sp. nov., top view, Paratype: UI-EML-

2093C, x 21,000. 
FIG. 3 - Cyathosphaera martinii HAY & TowE 
sp. nov., top view, Holotype: UI-EML-2093E, 

X 21,000. 
FIG. 4- Cyathosphaera martinii HAY & ToWE 
sp. nov., top view, Paratype: UI-EML-2097C, 

X 21,000. 

Diagnosis: A species of Cyathosphaera distinguished by its narrow shield plates, stout wedge
shaped tube plates, and asymmetrical ribbed central area. 

Description: In top view elliptical, shields narrow, tube cycle conststmg of about 25 thick 
wedge-shaped plates; sutures on top of tube cycle radial on inner edges with strong clockwise 
inclination; margins of lower cycles of tube plates serrate, plates with strong counterclockwise 
imbrication; central area with ribs equal in number to the plates of the tube cycles, extending 
inward to major axis of ellipse to form an asymmetrical grille, ribs may or may not anastomose 
along axis; axis represented by bar or slit. 

Dimensions of holotype: Length 2.2 [L; width 1.5 fL· 
Dimensions of paratypes: Length 1.9-2.9 [L; width 1.3-2.4 fL· 
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Remarks: 

The overall structure of these coccoliths resembles that of several recent species of Syracosphaera 

figured by Halldal and Markali (1954), Deflandre and Fert (1954), and Black and Barnes (1961). 

However, none of the details of structure match. The central grille resembles that of Cocco

lithus huxley (LoHMANN), 1902, figured by Deflandre and Fert (1954, esp. Pl. 2, fig. 9), but the 

other parts of the coccolith differ markedly. Discolithus simillimus DEFLANDRE & FERT, 1954 

resembles specimens of Cyathosphaera which possess only the tube cycles and central grille, but 

has about 1 Y2 times as many plates in the tube cycles. 

Type level: 

Couches de Donzacq, Cuisian. 

Type locality: 

Tuilerie de Donzacq, Landes, France. 

Depository: 

Electron Microscope Laboratory, Department of Geology, University of Illinois, Urbana. 

Holotype: UI-EML-2093E; paratypes: UI-EML-2093C ( ?), 2097C. 

Author: 

Hay W. W. and Towe K. M., 1962, p. 510; pl. 4, figs. 2, 3, 4. 

Reference: 

Electronmicroscopic Examination of some Coccoliths from Donzacq (France). Eel. geol. 

Helvetiae, vol. 55, n° 2, pp. 497- 517, pis. 1-10, text-figs. 1, 2. 
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